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Director’s Note

2016 has been a fantastic year at the U.S. Diplomacy 
Center. We reached a significant milestone this
January, with the completion of construction of our
new pavilion. The sitting and three former Secretaries
of State spoke at our celebration. We would like to
thank our donors, supporters, and our partner, the
Diplomacy Center Foundation. The architectural
firm of Beyer Blinder Belle, the Gilbane Building
Company, Heery International, our colleagues at the
General Services Administration, and the Department
of State’s Bureau of Administration created and
constructed the breathtaking new pavilion with its
elegant and inviting architectural features.
We continue to expand our nation-wide outreach
through our education programs and very popular
diplomatic simulations. Also, we have strengthened
our social media outreach using entertaining videos
and eye-catching posts.

Our artifact collection was significantly enriched by
Secretary Albright’s recent announcement of her
generous gifting to the U.S. Diplomacy Center of
her “Read My Pins” exhibit. We are honored to be
selected as the permanent home for this important
collection. Other recent significant acquisitions

include the donations of official gifts that were
given to Secretary Baker and Secretary Kerry.

I am very proud of our team and of the progress that 
we have made. In the coming months, we will begin 
to host our educational programs and group tours 
in our new pavilion, while we continue to work on 
exhibit design. We look forward to seeing you there!

– Kathy A. Johnson, U.S. Diplomacy Center Director
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Former Secretaries of State John F. Kerry, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Colin L. Powell,
and Madeleine K. Albright at the U.S. Diplomacy Center celebration on January 10,
2017, a letter of congratulations and support was sent by Former Secretary James
A. Baker, III; specially engraved coin commemorating the U.S. Diplomacy Center

Former Secretary Madeleine K. Albright and U.S.
Diplomacy Center Director Kathy A. Johnson after
signing the gift agreement

INSIDE THIS EDITION:
Director’s Note

Curator’s Corner

Social Meda Update

U.S. Diplomacy Center Gala

Read My Pins, the Madeleine

Albright Collection

Education Update

#DiscoverDiplomacy
Start your journey here...

@USDiplomacyCenter @DiplomacyCenter Diplomacy.State.gov@DiplomacyCenter



2

Curator’s Corner

The U.S. Diplomacy Center’s mission is to tell the
story of American diplomacy. Visitors will explore
the history, practice, and challenges of American
diplomacy. The Center is apolitical, nonpartisan, and
transcends administrations.\

Last year, the U.S. Diplomacy Center received items
from the George H. W. Bush Presidential Library
that were gifts to former Secretary of State James
A. Baker, III. In addition, we also made selections
for the collection from among the official foreign
gifts received by former Secretary John Kerry. Two
examples from these are pictured above.

The Center also holds the duplicate commissions
for former Secretaries Albright, Powell, Rice, and
Clinton in its collection. Every new Secretary

of State receives a “commission” or an official
document that authorizes the new Secretary to take
on the duties of office. Commissions are issued under
the President’s name and delineate the appointee’s
position. The Secretary’s commission is signed by the
Acting Secretary of State and by the President, and
is impressed with the official Great Seal of the United
States. The duplicate commissions are also officially
signed and impressed, but are marked “duplicate.”

These are a few examples of how the Center’s
collection continues to grow and serve as the nation’s
unique repository of objects that represent American
diplomatic history and practice.

You can view more of our collection online at
diplomacy.state.gov. To learn more about contributing to
our artifact collection, please contact USDC@state.gov.
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Replica Mecca clock tower, gift from Saudi Arabia to Secretary Kerry; Secretary Rice’s duplicate commission; brass
figurine clock, gift from the former Soviet Union to Secretary Baker

Social Media Update 

Looking for pictures from our
programs and events? Check
out our Flickr page (https://
www.flickr.com/photos/
usdiplomacycenter/).

February is National African American History Month; visit our social media
platforms to learn more about African American contributions to diplomacy

@USDiplomacyCenter @DiplomacyCenter Diplomacy.State.gov@DiplomacyCenter
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“We are delighted that the pins are coming home. 
The personal insights and stories of public service 
and American diplomacy told by the pins will inspire 
future generations.” -Kathy A. Johnson, Director

On January 10, Secretary Madeleine K. Albright 
announced her donation of the Read My Pins: 
The Madeleine Albright Collection and the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, awarded to her by 
President Barack Obama, to the Diplomacy Center 
permanent collection.

The Secretary wore the more than 200 pins as gentle 
implements of statecraft. Their stories reflect the 

Secretary’s sense of humor 
and are visual educational 
tools of cultural diplomacy.

“The concept of the U.S. 
Diplomacy Center was 
originally proposed to me 
while I was Secretary of 
State in 1999. At the 
time, I thought it was vital 
that we share the State 
Department’s incredible 
collection of artifacts 
in a way that educated 
Americans about the 
historical significance of the objects, as well as the 
fundamental role that the State Department has 
played around the world,” said Secretary Albright. 
“My hope remains that these pins and the stories 
that accompany them will make foreign policy seem 
a bit less foreign to those who visit them here.”

Replicas of some of the pins are currently on display, 
and the full exhibit will be installed following 
the completion of a nationwide tour to 22 
museums and presidential libraries.
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U.S. Diplomacy PAvilion Gala

Secretary Kerry was joined by former Secretaries
Madeleine Albright, Colin Powell, and Hillary Clinton at
a gala celebrating the completion of the U.S. Diplomacy
Center pavilion on January 10, 2017. Secretary Baker
sent a letter of congratulations and support for the
Center. Over two hundred guests enjoyed a sampling
of artifacts from the Center’s collection, a video, and a
poster show. A military quartet, flower arrangements, and
hand decorated sweets inspired by the artifacts made
the occasion memorable. On departure, guests received
a souvenir brochure and a specially minted challenge
coin featuring the new pavilion, courtesy of the Bureau
of Administration. You can see some behind the scenes
photos on our Facebook page, including photos of the
Rubik’s cube artifact and the Rubik’s cubes in the floral
arrangement vases, the Kalashnikov-shaped vodka bottle
mentioned by Secretary Powell, and the sweets inspired
by Secretary Albright’s pin collection. Additional photos
from the event are available on our Flickr page.

(top) Former Secretary Powell and the Kalashnikov vodka
bottle referenced in his remarks; (bottom) a guest takes a
look at the poster display; a military quartet performs

Former Secretary Albright gives a glimpse of one of her pins

A selection of pins on 
display in the Diplomacy 
Center pavilion

Read My Pins: the Madeleine Albright Collection

@USDiplomacyCenter @DiplomacyCenter Diplomacy.State.gov@DiplomacyCenter
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Support the U.S. Diplomacy Center

Located at the Department of State’s historic
headquarters, the Harry S Truman Building, the Center
will invite visitors to explore the history, practice, and
challenges of American diplomacy through interactive
exhibits, artifacts, hands-on educational programs,
diplomatic simulations, and discussions with foreign
affairs experts.

Support  the U.S. Diplomacy Center

The U.S. Diplomacy Center is a non-partisan museum
and education center dedicated to telling the story
of American diplomacy. Our private partner, the
Diplomacy Center Foundation, works to support
the creation of the museum and education center.
Donations can be made through its website at
DiplomacyCenterFoundation.org or directly to the
U.S. Diplomacy Center. For questions or additional
information, please contact us at USDC@state.gov.
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Exhibits Update

We are delighted with the addition of a wonderful
new education resource produced in partnership
with Brigham Young University’s Laycock Center for
Creative Collaboration. Over two years, Diplomacy
Center staff worked with professors and their students
to create four videos explaining how U.S. diplomats
work to promote peace, prosperity, democracy, and
development. Funded by a grant from the Hearst
Foundations to our partner the Diplomacy Center
Foundation, the videos deepen understanding of the
United States’ global diplomatic engagement.

These videos were created in collaboration with U.S.
embassy staff and local community groups to highlight
four pillars of American diplomacy. In Estonia, students
highlighted peace, and how NATO provides a secure
and peaceful environment; in Rwanda and Mauritius
they showed prosperity through diplomacy and how
the implementation of “Power Africa” advances clean
energy and increased market access. Democracy is
examined in Peru, exploring how U.S. government
assistance helped that country eradicate illegal drug
cultivation and trade. Finally, footage from Cambodia
demonstrates development, USAID’s HARVEST

program to increase sustainable agriculture and
promote healthy diets, and environmental conservation.

The U.S. Diplomacy Center’s team continues to
expand its outreach to students and the public. With
the opening of the Diplomacy Center pavilion, our team
offers tours of the temporary exhibits on display and
the Signature Segment piece of the Berin Wall.

On location in Rwanda, local children look through the
viewfinder of the Laycock Center’s equipment
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