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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
This summer at the Diplomacy Center has been 
very busy, filled with exciting immersive education 
programs and initiatives. We’ve seen a spike in 
requests for collaboration from diverse groups and 
growing engagement on social media. Meanwhile, 
our team continues work to develop future 
exhibitions.

 
In the last six months alone, the Diplomacy Center 
has reached over four thousand participants through 
ninety-five programs. Working to meet the growing 
demand for our Diplomatic Simulations Program, we 
conducted over forty-five simulations with young 
people from the United States and fifteen foreign 
countries. After participating, seventy-two percent 
of students said they had an increased interest 
in foreign affairs. We are very excited to soon be 
able to offer our expert materials to students and 

teachers to “Discover Diplomacy” in classrooms 
across the United States. In September, we will 
reach another big milestone -- our simulations and 
education materials will be uploaded to our website 
and freely available for download.
 
Finally, it has been an honor and a privilege to serve 
as the Director of the U.S. Diplomacy Center for the 
past three years. It is with deep pride in our team 
and with sincere appreciation for all of your support, 
that I pen my last Director’s Note for our newsletter. 
After 31 years in the Foreign Service, I will be 
leaving government at the end of September. We’ve 
achieved so much together over that past three 
years. I would like to 
thank you for your 
support of the Center, 
and encourage you 
to remember that this 
wonderful project is 
not finished yet—there 
is still much to be 
done! I look forward 
to joining you when 
the Diplomacy Center 
opens to the public.
 

– Kathy A. Johnson, U.S. Diplomacy Center Director

Over a hundred Department employees and guests attend a book program hosted by the 
Diplomacy Center, Office of the Historian, and Virginia Military Institute’s John Adams Center 
for Military History

Start your journey here...
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PUPPY DIPLOMACY - A GIFT OF GRATITUDE
At the Diplomacy Center, we tell stories of 
diplomacy through our artifacts, images, people 
who practice it, and historic events. This June 
marked the 70th anniversary of Secretary of 
State George C. Marshall’s speech before Harvard 
University’s Alumni Association outlining what 
would become the Marshall Plan—the economic 
program designed to rebuild a free western Europe 
and stimulate the American economy. Between 
1948-1951, the United States provided $13 billion 
dollars’ worth of assistance – ranging from canned 
soup to cash to build factories – to sixteen war-torn 
countries.

Millions of European 
youth had known only 
a bleak life of war and 
deprivation. The $372 
million in aid (nearly $3 
billion in 2017 dollars) 
offered by the Marshall 
Plan helped provide them 
with job opportunities, 
such as the United 
States’ investment in 
rebuilding Norway’s 
industry and foreign 
trade capabilities. 
In 1951, the government of Norway sponsored 
a national essay writing contest for high school 
students, asking them how the Marshall Plan had 
aided in rebuilding Norway’s economy. The prize? 
The winner not only got to meet Marshall (who 
was then Secretary of Defense), but present him 
with a special gift. 18-year-old Arnt Natland wrote 
the winning essay, “Why Does Norway Participate 
in Economic and Military Aid Programs?” and 
flew to the United States with an unusual gift 
of appreciation for Marshall -- a four-month-old 
Norwegian Elkhound puppy named “NATO.” A well-
known dog lover, Marshall was delighted by the 
gesture saying, “If the rest of the world were as 
well-behaved as this young fellow, there would be 
less trouble in the world.”
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Norwegian Ambassador Wilhelm de Morgenstierne, then 
Defense Secretary George Marshall, and Arnt Natland of Norway 
with NATO, a four-month old Norwegian Elkhound puppy 
(Courtesy of the Marshall Foundation)

Secretary of State George C. 
Marshall (From the Collections 
of the Truman Library)

Looking for photos 
from our programs and 
events? Check out our 
Flickr page (https://
www.flickr.com/photos/ 
usdiplomacycenter/). During Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month we highlighted 

Foreign Service Officers who serve America in a variety of roles abroad.  View 
our videos featuring US Diplomats Richard Buangan, a Foreign Service Officer 
serving as the Managing Director for International Media Engagements, and 
Stacey Phengvath, a Foreign Service Office Management Specialist.

SOCIAL 
M E D I A  

https:// www.flickr.com/photos/ usdiplomacycenter/
https:// www.flickr.com/photos/ usdiplomacycenter/
https:// www.flickr.com/photos/ usdiplomacycenter/
https://goo.gl/T28Ebh
https://goo.gl/p6xNT5
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EDUCATION NEWS
The Diplomacy Center’s education programs are more 
popular than ever! To meet the growing demand for 
our Diplomatic Simulations Program, we will release 
downloadable versions of the simulations on our 
website in late September. With free access to the 
simulation materials, teachers will be able to facilitate 
Diplomatic Simulations in their own classrooms. We 
have been speaking with instructors from across 
the country to prepare for the online launch. In July 
we met with two hundred educators at the State 
Department’s Global Education Dialogue to promote 
the program, and we have been conducting web-
based simulation training.
 

Meanwhile, our nation-wide partnerships continue to 
deepen. This summer we were invited to return to 
the World Affairs Seminar in Waukesha, Wisconsin, 
where we facilitated simulations with 250 high school 
students. Diplomacy Center staff also led simulations 
with ninety students at the International Sister Cities 
Conference in Virginia Beach, Virginia. At both events, 
students came away excited about diplomacy and 
world affairs.
 
In D.C., we were thrilled to run Diplomacy Simulations 
with the Mandela Washington Fellows, who traveled 
to the State Department as part of its Young African 
Leaders Initiative (YALI). We were also enthusiastic 
to host sixty students from the Capitol Leadership 
Academy, a program empowering minority youth to 
become outstanding leaders. The 175 students we 
received from Hampton University’s Young Diplomats 
Program rocked the International Refugee Crisis 
simulation. One participant said, “For the first time, I 
understand how discussions like this happen.”

AND THE AWARD GOES TO ...
The U.S. Diplomacy Center’s Pavilion was 
named “Best Project for 2017” in the category of 
“Government/Public Building” in the mid-Atlantic 
region by the prestigious Engineering News-Record, 
an online and print publication that reports on the top 
design firms, architects, and engineers in the United 
States and around the world.

Five judges from the architectural and engineering 
fields chose the U.S. Diplomacy Center from 60 
entries. Projects were evaluated on the ability of the 
project team to overcome challenges, contribution to 
the industry and community, safety, and construction 
and design quality. The entry was submitted by the 
general contractor, Gilbane Building Co.
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CURATOR’S CORNER
Many of our embassies 
and consulates around 
the world have been 
vital partners with the 
Diplomacy Center in 
collecting artifacts. 
Recently, U.S. Consulate 
Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, transferred a 
truly unique item – 
something that may 
make you initially think, 
“What does THAT have to 
do with diplomacy?”

Amy Purdy wore this rhinestone-studded 
costume as a U.S. cultural envoy during the 
2017 Rio de Janeiro Carnival celebrations. Amy 
is a double amputee who danced in the opening 
of the 2014 Paralympics, won a snowboarding 
bronze medal and -- as if that were not enough -- 
she was also a runner up in the Dancing with the 
Stars competition.

During the Carnival celebrations, the consulate 
partnered with the samba school Unidos da Tijuca 
to create cultural programming that featured Amy 
and her many talents. Her message promoted 
disability rights, women’s empowerment, and the 
U.S.-Brazil shared musical heritage. 

This was the first Carnival costume designed for 
a double amputee athlete and dancer wearing 
prosthetic running/dancing blades. As a museum 
artifact, the costume symbolizes the innovative 
work of our public diplomacy officers and the 
impactful role that a cultural envoy can have in 
reaching underserved audiences.

Collections can have an element of the unexpected. 
Amy’s costume is one that we hope will cause 
museum visitors to not only do a double-take, but 
also pause a little longer to learn more about a 
fascinating story of diplomacy. 

SUPPORT
THE U.S. 
DIPLOMACY 
CENTER
Located at the 
Department of 
State’s historic 
headquarters, 
the Harry S Truman Building, the Center will 
invite visitors to explore the history, practice, and 
challenges of American diplomacy through interactive 
exhibits, artifacts, hands-on educational programs, 
diplomatic simulations, and discussions with foreign 
affairs experts. 

The U.S. Diplomacy Center is 
a non-partisan and apolitical 
museum and education 
center dedicated to telling 
the story of American 
diplomacy. Our private 
partner, the Diplomacy 
Center Foundation, works 

to support the creation of the museum and 
education center. Donations can be made through 
its website at DiplomacyCenterFoundation.org 
or directly to the U.S. Diplomacy Center. For 
questions or additional information, please contact 
us at USDC@state.gov.

The costume laid out after being unpacked
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